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taining an equal and dreadful concert with those of Allah! Allah! Din! Din! from his own side. The battle wavered to and fro like that of Flodden as described by Scott. The Sh&h saw the critical moment in the very act of passing. He therefore sent 500 of his own body-guard with orders to drive all able-bodied men out of camp, and send them to the front at any cost. Fifteen, hundred more be sent to encounter those who were flyiug and slay without pity any who would not return to the fight. These, with four thousand of his reserve troops, went to support the broken ranks of the Rohilla Path&ns 011 the right. The remainder of the reserve, ten thousand strong, were sent to the aid of Shah Wali, still labouring unequally against the Bhao in the centre of the field. The Shah's orders were clear. These mailed warriors were to charge with the Vazir in close order, and at full gallop. As often as they charged the enemy in front, the chief of the staff and Najib were directed to fall upon either flank.* These orders were immediately carried out.
The forward movement of the Moslems began at 1 P.M. The fight was close and obstinate, men fighting with swords, spears, axes, and even with daggers. Between 2 and 3 p. m. the Peshwa's son was wounded, and, having fallen from his horse, was placed upon an elephant The last thing seen of the Bhao was his dismounting from the elephant, and getting on his Arab charger. Soon after the young chief was slain. The next moment Holkar and the* Gaikwar left the field. In that instant resistance ceased, and the Mahrattas all at once became helpless victims of butchery. Thousands were cut down; other thousands were drowned in escaping, or were slaughtered by the country people whom they had so long pillaged. The Shah and his principal commanders then retired to camp, leaving the pursuit to be
* It is a curious coincidence,     same person. Being a self-made
and one which well illustrates the     man, and brought up in a g^ood
similar character of war in West     school, he had learned to be cautious
and East, that the critical movement     and prudent without sacrifice of his
of the Shdh's victory at Panipat     native originality and of the initiative
should so -closely resemble that     spirit, which, in common circum-
by which the Duke of Marlborough     stances, often goes no further than
had won the Battle of Blenheim,     eccentricity. It is extremely unlike-
raore than half-a-century before, viz.,     ly that he had ever heard of the
breaking the hostile line of battle     very name of the English general
by a violent assault by a large body     whose tactics he unconsciously re-
of reserve cavalry at the end of a     produced. An episode in history,
long engagement.                                  like this campaign of P&nipat, pos-
The fact is, no doubt, .to be     sesses therefore an interest, as a
accounted for by the character of    study of human nature, even beyond
Ahmad, who was a man combining     what is due to its importance in
qualities not ojttcn found In the     the movement of events.